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New Membership Criteria

Demonstrated 
ability to run  
a soccer club

Offers a high-
quality and 
consistent 

soccer 
experience

Proposed 
contribution 
to the soccer 
community in 

Toronto



Proposal and Required Material 

Demonstrated ability to 
run a soccer club

• Experience operating a 
soccer club

• Existing registrations by 
age and gender over past 
two years

• Administrative staff
• Financial statements and 

current Board of Directors 
(not-for-profit only)

Offers a high-quality 
and consistent soccer 

experience

• Existing coach certifications
• Existing field permits or 

facility leases
• Role and use of volunteers
• Demonstrate commitment to 

Canada Soccer Standards for 
Quality Soccer requirements 

• Disclosure of past discipline 
issues for club or key 
individuals

• Match official or coach 
development program

Proposed contribution 
to the soccer 

community in Toronto

• Mission, vision and values and 
proposed contribution to 
Toronto soccer community

• Reason for seeking 
membership

• Profit or Not-for-Profit status
• Financial assistance program (if 

any)
• Name of club (must not 

conflict with existing 
organization)

• Commitment to registering all 
players over the ages of 4



Assessment

• Once a proposal is received, an 
assessment will be completed by a 
committee with a minimum of three 
individuals as appointed by the TSA 
Board.

• Additional information or an in-person 
meeting may be requested (as 
required)



Canada Soccer Standards
for Quality Soccer 







Appendix

FAQ
Q: What are the minimum number of registered players required?

A: Overall, the TSA wants to ensure that you can offer a high quality and consistent soccer experience to 
your players, that there is a demonstration of ability to run a soccer club and an intention to make a 
sustained contribution to the soccer community in Toronto.

In general, that would require anywhere between 40 to 100 players for the club to be successful over the 
long-term. Even at that size, clubs may still struggle to field teams or run programs on a regular basis.

The TSA will make its decision on new members based on the overall strength of the proposal and some 
element of judgement will require by the review panel in making its recommendation. Meeting a 
perceived minimum requirement will not guarantee membership.

Q: What coach certifications are needed?

A: Overall, the TSA wants to ensure that you can offer a high quality and consistent soccer experience to 
your players, that there is a demonstration of ability to run a soccer club and an intention to make a 
sustained contribution to the soccer community in Toronto.

Clubs will need to demonstrate compliance with Ontario Soccer requirements and recommendations on 
certifications for each age level and gender. In addition, clubs should also demonstrate a technical 
leadership capacity exists that is more than those minimum requirements. The technical leader should 
have a minimum coach certification of Canada Children’s, Youth License, or National B Coaching License; 
the technical leader does not need to be employed by the club and may be an associated volunteer who is 
advising the club on the implementation of the Long-Term Player Development Model.

The TSA will make its decision on new members based on the overall strength of the proposal and some 
element of judgement will require by the review panel in making its recommendation. Meeting a 
perceived minimum requirement will not guarantee membership.

Q; How long will it take to process an application? Is there a deadline to apply?

A: Once a proposal is received, the TSA will inform the applicant of a reasonable review period based on 
the availability of panel members. The TSA will accept proposals as they come in.

Q: Is it possible to play in the league immediately if accepted as a new member?

A: The new membership review process does not supersede league application timelines for teams. 
Potential applicants should factor that timing in when developing their proposal.

https://www.canadasoccer.com/play-landing/canada-soccer-pathway/
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